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compelled to manage its own affairs, he
was qualified to take part in that manage-
ment, and his temper led him to look for
fundamental grounds of conduct.

His " Sketches of American Policy " thus
interests us as the political thinking ofv a
young American, of lively disposition, can-
did mind, and rash, confidence. It could not
help being a reflection of other literature
and thought; but its best character is in
its sturdy and resolute assertion of English
freedom, as requiring a central authority in
which to rest. It is curious, in the opening
pages, to see liow, in his theories of govern-
ment, he is led away by the popular and
alluring philosophy of Rousseau and Rous-
seau's interpreter, Jefferson. When he un-
dertakes to explain the rationale of govern-
ment he is a young man, captivated by the
current mode ; when he reaches the imme-
diate, practical duty he is an Englishman,
speaking to the point, and lighting upon the
one unanswerable demand of American
political life at the time. In the earlier
pages of his "Sketches" he lays down his
Theory of Government, which is, in brief,
that of the contrat -social, but presented in